Participants of the conference came from various countries; represented were Russia, Estonia, Germany, Austria, Great Britain, and the USA; institutionally, among others, were the University of Tartu, Scott Polar Institute at Cambridge University, European University of St Petersburg, University of Aberdeen, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology, and the Russian Academy of Sciences. Presentation topics varied from the issue of the popular music and ethnicity in Komi and Sakha (Kuznetsov, Ventsel) and role of the native intelligentsia (Stammler, Liarskaia, Bulgakova) to more theoretical approaches about creative traditions or the influences of modern media (King, Barkalaia). Looking at this variety, the conference fulfilled its initial goal to bring together people who want to tackle issues of the younger generations within Siberian studies and initiate discussions among different approaches.
This conference raised more questions than it answered, and during the final discussion participants agreed that youth in the Siberian context is a particularly complex research topic. The lack of a separate research agenda focusing on the younger generations complicates the business of distinguishing youth-specific fields from general themes. When we talk about governmental sport policies connected to nation building, where does the domain of youth start where young people make their own choices (Krist)? Or among the tundra Nenets, is it possible to define alienation from traditional culture along generational lines (Stammler)? How total is the impact of soap operas on the 'obscure' behaviour of young Khanty girls and how much does it reflect collectivisation and enculturation of their parent generation (Wigget and Balalaeva)? The fact that ethnicity plays an important role in the meaning and social significance of commercial urban culture and youth subcultures is a world wide phenomenon, but where is the borderline between teenagers' vernacular strategies and life trajectories directed by the 'national' policy of regional ministries of culture and/or youth affairs (Dugarova, Ventsel, Ulturgasheva)? We agreed that there are several topics researchers do not feel confident to speak about, either because of patchy data or local sensitivities, including sexuality, violence, suicide, alcoholism, urbanisation, and generational rifts to mention few.
Alternatively, discussing new topics in Siberian studies and enlarging 'traditional' fields are a good basis to build bridges with other fields of anthropology. Siberian studies are only recently integrated into modern anthropology, and need better comparison with other regions of the world, as well as more theoretical input. Conference papers will be published in a special issue of the journal of the Estonian Literary Museum, Folklore. It is hoped they can contribute to the discussion of the social roles and the choices of the younger generation, and show what a specifically Siberian perspective on the issue, and show where general tendencies lie. The conference 'Generation P in the Tundra' was not supposed to define the category of the younger generation or all research fields linked to it. This conference demonstrated that not only is there an interest to broaden the notion of Siberian anthropology but there are also new scholars on the 'scene' willing to deal with these issues.
